
QUICK LOOK 

Anyone can use the Quick Look feature, with or without uploading soil test data. From the Welcome Page of the 
Portal, Click on either the Quick Look Tab in the top menu bar or on the Quick Look Button at the bottom of the 
Welcome Page. 

 

This will open a Standard Data Quick Look Disclaimer box and beneath it a second menu bar. Read the Disclaimer 
and click the “Dismiss” button. This will enable you to select the type of soil test data you wish to upload from the 
second menu bar – standard soil test data, aka soil fertility test data, or soil health test data, which as you can see 
from the column headings on the previous page, are different than standard fertility soil test measures. 

   

Now you may browse to your file of lab results for the Portal to temporarily upload. The Portal will notify you 
when the data is uploaded and partially show the file name. 



              

Spatially referenced data will automatically identify the associated Physiographic Subregion and will summarize 
and present data for that subset of the background including the count of fields in the dataset. 

 

Non-spatially referenced data or no data upload will default to “All Iowa”. All Iowa or any other individual 
subregion may be added to the selection of data to be visualized on the map and in the summarizations. Click on 
the box listing the subregion currently selected and add to it or delete from it. 

     

Below the Field Parameters are Comparison Choices related to three management categories that can affect soil 
health, Manure Status, Tillage Type and Use of Cover Crops. The Portal defaults to showing all the available 
options, but viewers may deselect categories to observe changes in results. The Comparison Map below the 
Comparison Choices also reflects field locations with the selected management categories within the subregions 
chosen.  



    

The Standard Benchmark database includes a large dataset from 2011 where farmers were asked to soil sample in 
both a good area and a poor area of their field so results could be compared. We have no cover crop information 
for these fields, so to exclude 2011 from your query results, simply uncheck “Cover Crop Status Unknown” 

 

Below the Comparison Map any uploaded test results will appear. If geographic coordinates and Organic Matter 
values were present in the data, The SOC and SHAPE scores will appear. 



 

Below the data that was read into the Portal will appear Averages for the benchmark background and averages by 
subregion(s). 

 

At the bottom of the Quick Look page is a button enabling those who uploaded georeferenced data the 
opportunity to generate a report. A progress bar will appear when the generate report button is clicked. 



 

   

Sample reports are available to view under the Background Information Tab in the second menu bar from the Tab 
labeled “Sample Reports”. 

 

NOTE: To donate your data, you will need to know the name of the lab where samples were processed, the month 
and year your samples were collected, the maximum depth of samples in inches (0-6” would simply be 6”), crop of 
sample crop year and crop of year prior to sample crop year. You will also be asked to select from these 3 general 
field management practices cover crop or no cover crop, manure or no manure, conventional till, strip or vertical 
till, or no-till. Donated data is sequestered at first to verify that metric units are compatible with the background 
dataset. We automatically receive a notification when donations are made. Thank you for your donation! 

 

 


